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regard to political measures, they are to be taken according
to the occasion. When danger arises every precaution must
he made use of, hut at the same time you must he prepared
to meet and encounter it. This you must do with cheer-
fulness and confidence, never entertaining a thought of mis-
carrying till the misfortune actually happens, and even then
you are not to despair, but he constantly contriving and
carrying into execution schemes for retrieving affairs, always
flattering yourself with an opinion that time and perseverance
will get the "better of everything. From the little knowledge
I have of you, I am convinced that you have not only
abilities and personal resolution hut integrity and moderation
with regard to riches ; hut I thought I discovered in you a
diffidence in your own judgment and too great an easiness
of disposition, which may subject you insensibly to he led
where you ought to guide. Another evil which may arise
from it is, that you may pay too great an attention to the
reports of the natives, and he inclined to look upon things
in the worst instead of the best light. A proper confidence
in yourself and never-failing hope of success will be a bar to
this and every other ill that your situation is liable too;
and, as I am sure that you are not wanting in abilities for
the great office of governor, I must add that an opportunity
is now given you of making yourself one of the most dis-
tinguished characters of this country.
In the elections of 1770 and 1771 Mr. Sulivan and
his party maintained their position, and this seems to
have strengthened Olive's resolve to retire. "I am
come," he writes, April 8th, 1771, "to the resolution of
withdrawing myself entirely from India affairs, and
spending the rest of my days in ease and retirement."
He was, however, never to enjoy the repose to which
he looked forward. Affairs in India had taken a most
unfavourable turn ; the available revenue had decreased,
whilst the expenses had enormously increased, partly
from an unfounded dread of the designs of the Nawab-